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regions of the earth where th& individuals of races
belonging to other regions quickly perish. The air of
our own England is death to many creatures. And,
indeed, there is not a spot in the whole world which
would, not be fatal in a brief space to many animals and
plants belonging to other regions. Yet each spot,
though thus fatal to certain races, is inhabited by
numbers of others, which live and thrive upon its surface.

Here, then, is our third lesson. We are taught by
the analogy of our earth, that it is not even sufficient
to show that a planet would be an abode quickly fatal
to all the living creatures subsisting on our glob e^ to
prove that it is therefore uninhabited.

But we have yet a stronger argument to touch on.
There are regions of our earth to which creatures from
other regions cannot be removed without being imme-
diately killed. The warm-blooded animal perishes, if
placed for a brief space under water. The fish perishes,
if placed for a brief space on the earth.* "What could
be more wonderful to us, were we not familiar with^
the fact, than that there are living creatures within the
depths of that ocean, beneath whose surface we our-
selves, and the land creatures we are familiar with,
cannot remain alive many miflutes ? If fishes could
reason, how could they believe that creatures can live
in comfort in that element which is death to them ?

* Perhaps the fact that there are certain kinds of fish which can not
only live dut of -water, t^.t can travel across the dry land or climb trees,
affords an even more striking instance of Nature's power of adapting
creatures to the circumstances which surround them.